








1990 INDUCTEES

Phyllis A. Beneke
1929 - 1988

(PHILANTHROPY)

S. James Foti
1910 - 2004

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS )

Russell B. Goodwin
1893 - 1968

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

She established a permanent trust fund, with 
a principal amount in excess of $2,500,000 to 
provide scholarships for Wheeling Park High 
School students. An educator in Ohio County 
schools for 33 years, she was the last principal 
of Wheeling High School. She was named the 
outstanding principal in the state in 1984 while 
at Wheeling Park High.

A basketball coach for 38 years and a football 
coach for over 20 years. He posted 466 varsity 
basketball victories, all but 26 at valley schools 
– Wheeling Central, Bellaire and Warwood. 
He piloted Warwood to the state tournament 
seven times and won the state Class AA title in 
1967. His Central teams won six state Catholic 
championships. Coached teams to OVAC titles 
in three divisions of the conference.

Four-sports star at Wheeling High and three-
sports standout at Washington & Jefferson 
College. Quarterback on W. & J. football 
teams that compiled 28-4-2 record. Played 
professionally with the Massillon Tigers. 
Officiated football for 30 years. Officiated the 
Army-Navy game and in the Rose Bowl and 
Cotton Bowl. He was an attorney who served 
on Wheeling City Council (1935-51) and was 
mayor of the city (1943-47). 



1990 INDUCTEES

Chester R. Hubbard
1905 - 1984

(PHILANTHROPY)

An attorney for 52 years, he served four terms 
in the West Virginia House of Delegates and 
three terms in the State Senate. Minority 
leader of the senate and champion of 
progressive legislation. A World War II 
veteran of the air force, he was a graduate 
of Lafayette College and the West Virginia 
University Law School. He was active in many 
facets of state and community service.

Most Rev. Joseph H. 
Hodges D.D.

1911 - 1985
(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston for 23 years. Under his leadership the 
diocese expanded from 27 to 55 counties. He was 
active in building hospitals and schools. He made 
possible the building of the continuous care center 
at Wheeling Hospital – a center that now bears 
his name. He was a leader in implementation 
of the Second Vatican Council Resolves, in the 
areas of ecumenism, spirituality, and social service.

Mifflin M. Marsh
1818 - 1901

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND  
PROFESSIONS)

Founder of what became Wheeling’s oldest 
manufacturing enterprise, M. Marsh & Son. 
He began operations as a one-man business, 
hand-rolling his own stogies, and developed a 
long-thriving firm which, at its peak, employed 
over 600. His Marsh Wheeling Stogies became 
known around much of the world. 



1986 INDUCTEES

Leland S. Devore
1889 - 1939

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Became Wheeling’s first All-American 
football player as tackle at U.S. Military 
Academy in 1911. Captained Army team in 
senior year. A four-sport participant, he was 
academy’s heavyweight boxing champion. 
Accompanied Gen. John Pershing on Pancho 
Villa expedition into Mexico in 1916 as the 
Army’s first motor transport officer. Wounded 
in France in World War I.

Dr. William S. Fulton
1873 - 1938

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND  
PROFESSIONS)

Established Wheeling Clinic in 1924. Ohio State 
University graduate who was a physician and 
surgeon in Wheeling for 40 years. He financed 
the building of the clinic and motivated a staff 
of specialists who had a free hand to practice 
their professions. President of the West Virginia 
Medical Association in 1937.

Noah Linsly
1774 - 1814

(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Benefactor of youth whose will provided means 
for establishment of school which became Linsly 
Institute. Taught at Williams College and Yale 
University before coming to West Virginia to 
practice law. Served as city council member, 
prosecuting attorney, and mayor of Wheeling. 
Bequeathed two farms he owned to found school 
for boys.



1986 INDUCTEES

Mary L. Butler Reed
1861 - 1939

(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

President of International Order of King’s Daughters 
and Sons from 1919 to 1924, she inspired ambitious 
effort in behalf of Union Christian Colleges in the 
Orient. Her devotion to child welfare resulted in the 
establishment of the King’s Daughters Nursery in 
Wheeling. She was a leading spirit in the founding 
of the Wheeling YWCA and served as its president 
for 10 years.

Dr. Jacob Schwinn
1854 - 1941

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Physician, surgeon, and humanitarian who 
ministered to the needs of the people in the 
Wheeling area for 55 years. Born in Switzerland and 
educated in Europe, he came to Wheeling in 1886. 
Dean of the staff of Ohio Valley General Hospital 
and head of the research department, he was known 
for his work with crippled children.



1986 INDUCTEES

Andrew J. Sweeney
1829 - 1893

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND  
PROFESSIONS)

Industrialist and nine-term mayor of Wheeling, 
he was credited with bringing electricity to the 
city. Appointed by President U.S. Grant to a 
commission attending the Paris Exposition in 
1878, he became enthralled with an electric 
light demonstration there. Was a founder of 
the Wheeling Electric Co., which produced 
lighting for its first customer on Sept. 15, 1881. 

Michael J. Valan
1910 - 1986

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Sports enthusiast who provided entertainment 
for thousands of Ohio Valley fans. Co-owner of 
Wheeling Blues professional basketball team, 
which won three All-American Conference 
championships in the ‘50s. One of the founders 
of the Wheeling Ironmen football team and 
president of the club, which won United Football 
League championships in ‘62 and ‘63.

James S. White
1901 - 1988

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

A quiet servant of the people, regardless of race 
or creed. A pharmacist for over 60 years, this 
University of Pittsburgh graduate worked tirelessly 
to better living conditions and race relationships 
in his city and state. A member of the Wheeling 
Housing Authority for over 20 years, he helped 
secure hundreds of units of housing and millions 
of federal dollars for the city.



1984 INDUCTEES

Robert E. “Bob” Biery
1901 - 1991

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

First West Virginia native to become a golf 
professional. Built Crispin Center Course at Oglebay 
Park and Wheeling Park course. Also contributed to 
construction of courses in Belmont Hills, Wheeling 
and Moundsville Country Clubs and Vine Cliff. First 
employee of Wheeling Park Commission. Served as 
president of state PGA.

Rebecca Harding Davis
1831 - 1910

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

Pioneer in literary realism. She described plight 
of industrial workers in “Life in the Iron Mills,” 
published in Atlantic Monthly in 1861. Her novels 
were social commentary as she wrote on racism, 
political corruption and human rights. Became 
associate editor of New York Tribune. Mother of 
celebrated journalist Richard Harding Davis.



1984 INDUCTEES

Judith A. Herndon
1941 - 1980

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Wheeling attorney whose career in public office 
- four years as a member of West Virginia House 
of Delegates and six as state senator - was cut 
short by death at age 39. Leader for tax reform, 
sunset legislation, sexual assault legislation 
and effort to curb powers of bureaucratic 
government agencies.

Robert “Bob” Roe
1908 - 1984

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Football coach for 44 years - 11 at Warwood, 
24 at Wheeling High and nine at West Liberty 
State College. Ex-Warwood and Bethany College 
athlete, he produced an undefeated team at 
West Liberty in 1970. His 1970-71 teams were 
in NAIA playoffs as West Virginia Conference 
champions. His 1946 track team at Wheeling 
High won state championship.

Otto Schenk
1863 - 1933

(PHILANTHROPY)

Businessman and civic leader who obtained 
for his city an option to buy land on which 
Wheeling Park is located. Spearheaded drive 
to raise funds to complete financing of park 
in 1924. President of F. Schenk & Sons, 
meat packing concern. Original member and 
chairman of Wheeling Park Commission whose 
generosity contributed to development of city’s 
park system.



1984 INDUCTEES

Johann Ludwig Stifel
1807 - 1881

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND  
PROFESSIONS)

Ellsworth Milton Statler
1863 - 1928

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND  
PROFESSIONS)

Native of Germany who emigrated to the 
United States and opened a small clothing 
and dyeing establishment in a log cabin in 
Wheeling in 1835. This led to erection of a 
factory with daily capacity of miles of cotton 
goods. J. L. Stifel & Sons was the first plant in 
the nation to print yard-wide indigo blue calico, 
shipped throughout the world. 

From bellboy at McLure House, he rose to fame 
as inventive owner developer of Statler Hotel 
chain, which set standards for comfort and 
cleanliness. Virtually without formal education, 
he became a business giant, multimillionaire 
and greatest hotel man of his era. Established 
Statler Foundation for scholarships in hotel 
management.



1984 INDUCTEES

Wilbur E. Stone
1863 - 1938

(PHILANTHROPY)

Civic leader and public benefactor. His 
philanthropy took many channels. Contributed 
$100,000 to establish Wheeling Park in 1924 
and financed swimming pool at park in 1936. 
Moving spirit in founding of Ohio Valley 
Industrial Corp. He was president of Stone 
& Thomas, which became state’s largest 
department store chain.

Rev. Richard V.  
Whelan
1809 - 1874

(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)
First Bishop of Diocese of Wheeling, he was 
prime energizer, founder and frontier developer of 
Catholic Church in West Virginia. This native 
of Baltimore guided growth of church through 
Civil War and creation of new state. Responsible 
for extensive building program in diocese. In 24 
years, diocese grew from 4 to 48 churches. Also 
developed schools and orphanages and Wheeling 
Hospital.

Doc Williams
1914 - 2011

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

Born Andrew John Smik in Cleveland Ohio, he 
became known to legions of country music fans 
as Doc Williams. Composer, stage and recording 
artist who made Wheeling his home when he 
joined The WWVA Jamboree in 1937. He and 
his wife, Chickie, and his band, The Border 
Riders, have entertained from coast to coast and 
in Canada and England.



1982 INDUCTEES

Samuel S. Bloch
1850 - 1937

(BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY)

President and co-founder of the Bloch Brothers 
Tobacco Co., producer of a new form of 
chewing tobacco, “Mail Pouch”. For many 
years, his company was the largest manufacturer 
of this type of product. He was a generous 
supporter of community projects and charities.

V. Everett Brinkman
1902 - 1972

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Coached Wheeling High to five state basketball 
championships – 1936, ‘38, ‘40, ‘43, ‘50. In career 
at Union High and Wheeling High, he logged 
basketball record of 405 victories against 193 
losses. He also coached four football teams – two 
at Union (1928 and ‘31) and two at Wheeling 
(1934- ‘37) – which laid claim to state titles. Star 
athlete at Wheeling High and WV Wesleyan.

Jesse Cail Burkett
1868 - 1953

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

First WV native elected to National Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Batting champion of National 
League three times, with major league average  
of .342 for 16 seasons. One of three men ever  
to hit over .400 three times. Played with New 
York Giants, Cleveland Spiders, St. Louis 
Browns and Boston Red Sox. Later managed in 
minor leagues.



1982 INDUCTEES

Eleanor Glass Caldwell
1887 - 1979

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

 Founder of Wheeling Symphony Society 
in 1929, she established trust fund in 1952 
to ensure its continuation. She was an 
accomplished musician who played in the 
symphony and served in many capacities, 
including librarian. She was also dedicated to 
other cultural activities and made generous 
contributions.

Harry C. Holbert Sr.
1918 - 1982

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

Talented artist who inspired others, both with 
his work and his teaching. World War II combat 
veteran who studied art in New York and Paris, he 
served as art director for Oglebay Institute. Later 
founded Art School of Wheeling. Was art director 
for WTRF-TV, where his “Uncle Harry Show” 
taught children to appreciate art.

Dr. Simon P. Hullihen
1810 - 1857

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Father of oral surgery and a founder of Wheeling 
Hospital. First doctor to confine practice to 
surgery of mouth, nose and throat. Much of 
modern technique in dealing with hare-lip, 
cleft-palate and fractured jaw developed from 
his discoveries. Invented dental and surgical 
instruments. Great physician and humanitarian.



1982 INDUCTEES

George R. Laughlin
1862 - 1936

(PHILANTHROPY)

Established Laughlin Plan for interest-
free loans to aid deserving individuals in 
purchase of homes. Donated Laughlin Chapel 
to community. President of Cleveland 
Manufacturing Co. and Cleveland-Canton 
Spring Co., he was also member of WV House 
of Delegates. After serving as president of 
Wheeling Intelligencer Co., he published 
Wheeling Telegraph from 1914-1929.

Herschel C. Ogden
1869 - 1943

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY  
AND PROFESSIONS)

Built largest, most influential newspaper group 
in West Virginia. Began career as reporter on 
Wheeling Register, then founded Wheeling 
News in 1890. Managed his newspapers with 
courage and creativity. As crusading publisher, 
he campaigned successfully for tax reform, 
worker protection and humanitarian legislation. 
Deeply committed to general welfare of 
communities served.

Margaret McCluskey 
Schiffler

1895 - 1976
(PHILANTHROPY)

At a time when women executives were rare, she 
advanced from office clerk to secretary-treasurer 
of Centre Foundry. Amassed personal fortune 
by own efforts. The wife of former congressman 
Andrew Schiffler, she was the largest contributor 
to Wheeling Hospital. Also made bequests for 
education of Catholic priests and scholarship 
fund at Central Catholic High School.



1982 INDUCTEES

George H. Seibert Jr.
1913 - 1986

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Served 24 years as member of House of 
Delegates, West Virginia Legislature. 
Minority leader for 18 years, all-time 
record for state. West Virginia University 
law graduate and naval veteran of World 
War II, he was municipal judge and 
active in many avenues of service to his 
university, state and city.

Rt. Rev. Robert E. L. 
Strider, D.D.

1887 - 1969
(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Third bishop of Episcopal Church in West 
Virginia, with many years of dedicated service 
to God and his fellowman. Became priest at 
St. Matthews Episcopal Church in 1915, was 
named Bishop of Diocese in 1939. Widely 
acclaimed as scholarly preacher.

Dr. Robert E.L.  
Strider II

1917 - 2010
(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Distinguished educator, he was president of 
Colby College from 1960 until retirement in 
1979. Then was named president emeritus. 
Leader in college and university affairs in New 
England and the Episcopal Church. Graduate of 
Harvard and recipient of 10 honorary degrees. 
Began teaching career at Connecticut College. 
Naval veteran of World War II.



1980 INDUCTEES

Levering C. Bonar
1896 - 1978

(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Area educator for 54 years. Was teacher, 
principal, assistant superintendent, and county 
superintendent in Ohio County schools. A 
key figure in planning and developing public 
school system of Ohio County. He began his 
teaching career in a one-room school. 

Alonzo B. Brooks
1873 - 1944

(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

First naturalist at Oglebay Park. Through his 
genius and innovative planning, he created 
the education nature study programs at 
Oglebay and interested countless children and 
adults in the wonders of nature. Established 
the Oglebay Nature Leaders Training School. 
Authorized nature reports for the WV 
Geological Survey. Organized Ohio County 
Historical Society in 1929.

Archibald W. Campbell
1843 - 1902

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Crusading editor of the Wheeling 
Intelligencer. Campaigned vigorously in 
behalf of free expression of ideas without 
political censorship. He was a major influence 
in creating West Virginia statehood. He spoke 
out against slavery and was a prominent figure 
in nomination of Abraham Lincoln  
for president. 



1980 INDUCTEES

Alexander Glass
1858 - 1941

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY  
AND PROFESSIONS)

Founder of Wheeling Corrugating Company 
in 1890 and Wheeling Steel Corporation in 
1920. For half a century, a leader in the steel 
industry and in the banking and business 
community. During his years, the Upper Ohio 
Valley became a major producer of ingots and 
finished steel products.

Charles “Chuck”  
Howley

1936 - 
(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Professional football great. Most valuable 
player of Super Bowl V and a star in Dallas 
Cowboys’ victory in Super Bowl VI. All-state 
at Warwood High, All-American at West 
Virginia University. No.1 draft choice of the 
Chicago Bears in 1958. Played linebacker 
at Dallas from 1961 through ‘72. All-pro six 
times. Performed in six Pro Bowl games.

Wilbur S. Jones
1909 - 1977

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Department store executive who was a 
constructive leader in many community 
development projects. Long time chairman of 
the Wheeling Parks Commission. Hospitals, 
parks and schools and the industrial and 
business community benefited from his 
dedication and expertise. Army colonel in 
World War II.



1980 INDUCTEES

James Howard Kindelberger
1895 - 1962

(BUSINESS, INDUSTRY  
AND PROFESSIONS)

Engineer and designer of military and civilian 
aircraft. President of North American 
Aviation Corporation. Pioneer in nuclear 
reactors, guided missiles and rockets. Member 
of the Aviation Hall of Fame and the 
International Aerospace Hall of Fame.

George J. Kossuth
1886 - 1960 

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

Internationally renowned photographer 
whose camera captured the character of some 
of the world’s great personalities. Talents 
encompassed many fields, including music 
and theater. Helped establish first broadcast 
studio of Radio Station WWVA and the Little 
Theater of Wheeling. 

Earl W. Oglebay
1849 - 1926

(PHILANTHROPY)

 Leader of the iron ore industry and founder 
of an important center for scientific research. 
At age 28, he become the youngest bank 
president in the United States. He gave  
the city of Wheeling his beautiful country 
home, Waddington Farm, which became 
Oglebay Park. 



1980 INDUCTEES

Mary E. “Fritzi” Stifel  
Quarrier

1904 - 1967
(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

Won 10 West Virginia State women’s amateur 
golf championships. Competed at national and 
international level. A contestant in the U.S. 
Amateur 10 times, she reached the semi-finals 
in 1935. She was a finalist in the Canadian 
Amateur in 1927. She won the Mason-Dixon 
Amateur in 1934. Also accomplished musician. 
First woman named to the West Virginia Sports 
Hall of Fame.

Walter P. Reuther
1907 - 1970 

(PUBLIC SERVICE)

Strong and vigorous president of the 
United Automobile Workers for a quarter 
of a century, he achieved such bargaining 
breakthroughs as flexible, long-term contracts 
and cost-of-living escalators. An architect for 
the AFL-CIO and a champion of the young, 
the black and the poor.

Jule Rivlin
1917 - 2002

(SPORTS AND ATHLETICS)

College and professional basketball star and 
coach. Most valuable player in the World 
Pro tournament at Chicago in 1947 while 
coaching the Toledo Jeeps. Began athletic 
career at Triadelphia High School. He led 
Marshall College to two Buckeye Conference 
titles and set school record with 530 points 
in one season. Later coached Marshall to two 
Mid American Conference crowns.



1980 INDUCTEES

Eleanor Steber
1916 - 1990

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

Internationally acclaimed Metropolitan  Opera 
diva whose performances extended to the opera 
houses of Europe and Asia. Appeared in 50 
different leading operatic roles and was heard in 
more premieres at the Metropolitan Opera than 
any other artist. Made significant contributions 
to training of young artists.

George E. Stifel
1849 - 1931 

(PHILANTHROPY)

Department store owner and concerned 
citizen, he was intensely interested in 
education of young people. He left an 
endowment fund to provide annual cash 
awards to top-ranking students in the fifth to 
twelfth grades of Wheeling public schools, as 
well as scholarships for nurses.

Patrick J. Sullivan
1894 - 1967

(MUSIC AND FINE ARTS)

One of the outstanding primitive painters 
of the 20th century. Lived and worked in 
Wheeling most of his life. Two of his works 
in the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
are “A Hunting He Would Go” and “The 
Fourth Dimension”. His paintings, “The 
Mansion Museum” and “The Trinity”,  
have been displayed at the Oglebay  
Mansion Museum.



1980 INDUCTEES

Most Rev. John J.  
Swint, D.D. 

1879 - 1962
(EDUCATION AND RELIGION)

Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling for 40 years. 
Leader in education and religion. Directed 
an expansive building program of churches, 
schools and hospitals. Founder of Wheeling 
College. Named Archbishop by Pope Pius XII 
in 1954 on his fiftieth anniversary as a priest.

William E. Weiss
1879 - 1942 

(BUSINESS. INDUSTRY 
AND PROFESSIONS)

As a young pharmacist, he started to 
manufacture a single drug product for 
the local market. By the early 1930’s his 
Sterling Drug Company was the world’s 
largest manufacturer of proprietary remedies, 
with plants world wide. Also a founder of 
American Home Products.

Clara M. Welty
1879 - 1960

(PHILANTHROPY)
In her lifetime, a generous contributor to 
local and national charities, with a special 
concern for the aged. At her death, she 
left a permanent trust which made possible 
the construction and operation of Welty 
Memorial Home. Later, the trust made 
possible the establishment of the Good 
Shepherd Nursing Home. 


